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Dear Teachers,
Now that the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) are a reality, we need to find lessons and

tools that will help us prepare our students to meet those standards successfully. One area that needs
consideration is vocabulary instruction. According to Marilee Sprenger, researchers estimate 85% of
achievement test scores are based on the vocabulary of the standards. (Sprenger 2014) In the past,
teaching vocabulary was a huge component of our reading instruction. As new reading theories have been
developed and used in our classrooms, vocabulary instruction tends to appear less in our reading
curriculum.

I created this Power Point presentation to help my third grade Basic Skills students learn the
“critical verbs” that appear most often in the CCSS. I also wanted to integrate my vocabulary instruction
with literature. I chose two of my favorite picture books:
• The True Story of the 3 Little Pigs, by Jon Scieszka, Illustrated by Lane Smith
• June 29, 1999, by David Wiesner

I used the books to present sample questions that use the critical verbs. This would give my
students an idea of how the questions may be phrased on the PARCC assessment. I would then have my
students practice responding to similar questions in the Student Companion using reading texts and
novels.

This would be a valuable activity to help your third, fourth, fifth, and middle school students learn
and use critical verbs as you prepare for the PARCC assessments.

Trista Lanette Pollard, NBCT

Please remember to leave a rating and follow my store.  Visit my page on Facebook and Instagram!  
Thank you.  Trista
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